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On a warm morning in May, the staff 
heard a pathetic meowing coming 
from the dumpster in the alley behind 
the shelter. The staff found a litter 
of  malnourished kittens that had 
been abandoned. Oliver and his four 
siblings were incredibly emaciated 
and sick - so much so that the staff 
were afraid they wouldn’t survive 
the night. The kittens were infected 
with Panleukopenia, a virus against 
which most adult cats have been 
immunized. When this disease is 
contracted by the young or the old 
or infirm, it causes high fevers and 
usually ends in death. The kittens 
were given a warm bed in the 
shelter’s isolation room, along with 
food and medicine, but sadly for 

Oliver is the only survivor from a litter of kittens rescued by the 
Foundation. Now that he’s healthy, he’s ready to say goodbye to the 
clinic and hello to a new family.

California Feline Foundation &
 Valley Animal Center
550 N. Van Ness Avenue
 Fresno, CA 93728
Administrative Ofýce: (559) 233-8690
Adoption Center: (559) 233-8554
Spay/Neuter Clinic: (559) 650-3122
Fax: (559) 233-3722
Email: valleyanimal@sbcglobal.net
Web: www.valleyanimal.org
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•Never leave your pet alone in a vehicle. Even 
with the windows open, a parked automobile 
can quickly become a furnace in no time. 
Parking in the shade offers little protection, 
as the sun shifts during the day. 

ÅAlways carry a gallon thermos ýlled with 
cold, fresh water when traveling with your 
pet. 

•The right time for playtime is in the early 
morning or evening, but never after a meal 
or when the weather is humid. 

•When the temperature is very high, don’t 
leave your dog standing on hot asphalt. His 
or her body can heat up quickly and sensitive 
paw pads can burn.

•A day at the beach is a no-no, unless you 
can guarantee a shaded spot and plenty of 
fresh water for your companion..

•Provide fresh water and plenty of shade for 
animals kept outdoors. Bring your dog or cat 
inside during the heat of the day to rest in a 
cool part of the house.

•Be sensitive to older and overweight animals 
in hot weather. Brachycephalic or snub-
nosed dogs and cats, as well as those with 
heart or lung diseases, should be kept cool in 
air-conditioned rooms as much as possible.

•When walking your dog, steer clear of areas 
that you suspect have been sprayed with 
insecticides or other chemicals. 

•Good grooming can stave off summer skin 
problems, especially for dogs and cats with 
heavy coats. Shaving the hair to a one-
inch length—never down to the skin—helps 
prevent overheating. 

•Do not apply any sunscreen or insect 
repellent product to your pet that is not 
labeled speciýcally for use on animals. 

•Stay alert for signs of overheating in pets, 
which include excessive panting and drooling, 
mild weakness, and lethargy. If you notice 
any of these symptoms in your pet, call your 
veterinarian immediately. Make sure to get 
your pet out of the heat and submerse him in 
cool water up to his neck if necessary.

A few helpful tips that can ensure you and your pets have a happy summer. 

The California Feline Foundation and 
Valley Animal Center’s mission is to control 

the pet population in the Central Valley 
through spaying/neutering, adoptions, 

and educational programs. We are a no-
kill shelter and low-cost spay/neuter clinic 
located in Fresno. In order to achieve our 
mission, the California Feline Foundation 
is constructing the Valley Animal Center 
— a no-kill cat and dog shelter featuring 

separate adoption centers for cats and dogs, 
spacious rooms with inside/outside runs to 
allow animals to roam freely, an education 
center, a low-cost spay/neuter/vaccination 

clinic, training/exercise yards, and a 
perpetual care sanctuary for those animals 

who will live out their lives in our care.

Oliver’s brothers and sisters, they 
were simply too sick and weak to 
make it. 

Oliver, however, is a survivor. After 
several weeks of specialized care 
provided by the CFF staff, Oliver has 
recovered and grown into a healthy, 
rambunctious kitten. Without their 
expert intervention, Oliver’s fate 
would surely have been the same as 
his siblings. And without the support 
of donors in the community, the CFF 
staff would not have had access 
to supplies to treat him. His early 
misfortune is a thing of the past, and 
he is now looking for a new forever 
family. Do you have room in your 
heart for this tiny orphan? 
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The California Feline Foundation’s Spay/
Neuter Clinic serves the low and ýxed 
income community in Fresno.  

Low-Cost Spay/Neuter Surgeries
Female Cat $40, Male Cat $35. Dogs 

depend on weight.  Call (559) 650-3122 to 
schedule an appointment.

Walk-In Vaccination Clinic
Thursdays from 10am-2pm
552 N. Van Ness in Fresno

Vaccinations $10 each.

For a complete list of services and prices, 
please log on to www.valleyanimal.org or 
call (559) 233-8554.

Nb_fn_l N_lpc]_m
• Pet Adoptions: Cats, kittens, dogs, and puppies are all available for adoption 
at the California Feline Foundation’s Adoption Center located at Van Ness and 
Belmont in Fresno. The shelter is open from 10am-4:30pm Monday through 
Saturday. For more information, contact Debra Baker at (559) 233-8554.

• Behavioral Counseling: If you have a problem with your pet and are not sure 
what to try next, the knowledgeable shelter staff will be happy to assist you in 
resolving issues surrounding litter box use, housetraining, destructive behavior, 
and more - including when it may be time to see a vet. For more information, 
contact Jennifer Fernandes at (559) 233-8554.

• Traps for Feral Cat Caretakers: The shelter has many traps available to be 
borrowed for the purposes of Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR). The clinic also offers 
special pricing for ferals, so call for more information, contact Ralph Elliott at 
(559) 233-8554.
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Visit us at PETCO in Fresno! The California Feline Foundation is at PETCO located 
at Blackstone and Ashlan every Saturday from 9:30 a.m. till 3:00 p.m. with some of 
the most adorable adoptables around!

Here at the California Feline Foundation, we are often asked not only about what services 
we provide, but about how often they are utilized. Here is a list showing some of what is 
done by our staff on a regular basis. 
•The shelter has an average of 280    
cats at all times. Of those, about 120 
will never be adopted. 

•In 2006, we adopted out 429 cats 
and 11 dogs. 

•This year we have already 
rescued 161 cats and 29 dogs from 
overcrowded local shelters, giving 
these animals another chance at 
adoption and a loving family.

•We spay/neuter approximately 2,000 
cats annually at this time.

•The number of canine spays and 
neuters performed are steadily 
increasing each year – in part due 
to the fact that we are working with 
canine rescue organizations in the 
area. 36 dogs have already been 
altered this year and our numbers 
will continue to increase at the new 
facility where we will be able to spay 
and neuter large dogs as well as small 
ones (which is what we currently can 
do at our shelter). 

•At least 50 litter boxes are cleaned 
each day. That is 350 a week, 1,400 
a month, 6,800 a year!

•The California Feline Foundation 

uses 33,600lbs of litter a year. Broken 
down that is 2,800 lbs a month, 700 
lbs a week, 100 lbs a day!

•Maintaining our cat population 
means that we use 16,800 lbs of dry 
adult food per year. That’s  1,400 lbs 
per month, 350 lbs per week , 50 lbs 
per day.

•The shelter also uses 5,040 lbs of 
dry kitten food every year. That’s 240 
lbs per month, 105 lbs per week.

•Average cost of food and medication 
for one healthy cat  for a year in the 
shelter is $480. This is an important 
statistic because people often think 
that we should take in their cats for 
free without realizing that there are 
continuing fees that we incur for the 
life of that animal. 

•Last year, the shelter spent $41,000 
on veterinary bills, medical supplies, 
and care for animals of indigent pet 
owners. 

•Did you know that if a kitten is not 
adopted by four or ýve months of age 
it is unlikely that it will get adopted 
until it is an adult? Most people want 
either a kitten or an adult cat. 

•Also not well known is that black 

cats are less desirable and often 
considered unadoptable. This may 
be due to superstition or just the 
simple fact that people want a more 
“colorful” cat. 

•As a no-kill shelter, we look after 
these unwanted cats for the rest of 
their lives. That means we have to 
provide food, medicine and veterinary 
care if they become ill. With 120 
permanent residents these costs can 
add up quickly. 

How can you help? We are 
always looking to ýnd our animals 
new homes with loving families, 
but if you cannot have animals or 
already have too many, you can 
also help by Sponsoring a Cat. 
For as little as $10 per month 
you can help defray the cost of 
feeding, housing and medical 
problems for your special friend. 
There are so many furry felines 
that would appreciate your help 
ï you can come ýnd that special 
one at the shelter or let us pick 
one for you. To sponsor a cat, or 
for more information, please call 
the Administrative Ofýce at 
(559) 233-8690. 
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